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OFFI CE OF CONSERVATI ON
STATE OF LOUI SI ANA
| N RE:  GROUND WATER *
MANAGEMENT COMM SSI ON *

Report of the public neeting held by the Ground
Wat er Management Comm ssion, State of Louisiana, on

January 14, 2002, in Baton Rouge, Loui siana.

COVM SSI ON MEMBERS | N ATTENDANCE

Karen Gautreaux, Chairman

Phi | Boudreaux, Assistant Conm ssioner of Conservation
Zahir "Bo" Bolourchi, Secretary, DOTD

George Cardwell, Capital Area Ground Water Conmi ssion
Wlilliam"Bill" Cefalu, Police Jury Association

Peggy Gantt, Louisiana Municipal Association

Dal e G vens, Secretary, DEQ

Ful bert Leon Namwamba, Geol ogi st

Brad Spicer, Agriculture & Forestry

John Roussel, Assistant Secretary WIldlife & Fisheries
Li nda Zaunbrecher, Farm Bureau Member

Dean Lowe, Departnent of Health and Hospitals

Len Bahr, Governor's Office of Coastal Affairs
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GROUND WATER MANAGEMENT COWM SSI ON
MEETI NG OF JANUARY 14, 2002
* ok ok %
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

| would like to ask the Comm ssioners to go
around and introduce thensel ves, please. For the
record, |'m Karen Gautreaux, chair, Governor Foster's
of fice.

COVM SSI ONER BOUDREAUX:

Phi | Boudreaux with the Office of Conservation
representing the Departnent of Natural Resources.
COVM SSI ONER Gl VENS:

Dal e G vens, Departnent of Environnental Quality.
COW SSI ONER ZAUNBRECHER

Li nda Zaunbrecher, Louisiana Farm Bureau.
COVM SSI ONER CARDWELL:

George Cardwell, Capital Area Ground Water
Conservati on Conmm ssi on.

COVM SSI ONER ROUSSEL:

John Roussel, Department of Wldlife and
Fi sheri es.

COVWM SSI ONER SPI CER:

Brad Spicer, Louisiana Department of Agriculture
and Forestry.

COVM SSI ONER BAHR:

Len Bahr, Governor Foster's office.
COVM SSI ONER BOL OURCHI

Bo Bol ourchi, DOTD, Water Resources Section.
COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

Bill Cefalu, St. Mary Parish Presi dent
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representing the Police Jury Association.
COVM SSI ONER GANTT:

Peggy Gantt representing the Louisiana Mini ci pal
Associ ati on.

MR. LOWE:

Dean Lowe representing Dr. Guidry and DHH
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Thank you. The first item on the agenda is the
Ground Water Staff Report, which Tony Duplechin will
provi de.

MR. DUPLECHI N

Thank you. Since the |ast Comm ssion neeting,
the Staff has received an additional 53 water well
i nformati on sheets, which has brought the total nunber
of sheets received to 208. Three just causes were
i ssued since the Iast Conmm ssion nmeeting: a test hole
for the town of Broussard, an agricultural well for an
i ndi vi dual who needed it done on short notice, and an
irrigation well for the Copper MII Golf Course up in
Zachary, which is going to | believe be owned and
operated by Baton Rouge Recreation and Parks
Conmi ssion, and this was al so short notice for getting
this well in. They wanted to go ahead and start their
irrigation work.

We are still having a little trouble with owners
of wells not submtting their information sheets in a
timely manner. We received eight fornms that did not
give the proper 60-day notice and the owners did not
request a just cause variance. One formwas sent in

after the well had been conpl eted, and there again the
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owner did not request just cause.

Qur investigation into creating a water well
dat abase on Department of Natural Resources Strategic
Online Natural Resource Information System or SONRIS,
has concl uded that wi thout precise GS information it
woul d be inpractical to try and show where the wells
were on a map format. As an alternative suggestion,
we put forward the thought of just putting the well
informati on sheets on the web site, scanning them and
putting the actual sheets that can be called up by
pari sh.

The following items were updated or added to the
web site: the neeting transcript and transcript
summaries fromthe | ast Comm ssion nmeeting have been
posted, and a neeting summary fromthe | ast Task Force
nmeeti ng has been posted as well. Announcenents and
agendas for Comm ssion and Task Force meetings are
posted on the web site nonthly, and a copy of the
| at est emergency rule is also posted on the web site.

The Staff has received the final press rel ease
fromthe Outreach Comm ttee and has forwarded it to
t he Governor's office for final review and
di stribution. Some changes have been made since it
was forwarded to the Governor's office, and |I'm not
sure if a copy of that was included in the
Conmi ssi oners' packets, but if not, we will get that
to them Once we are satisfied with that press
rel ease, we will be posting it on the web site as
wel | .

Since the | ast Conmi ssion neeting, staff nenbers
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of the Ground Water Conm ssion Staff have attended
several neetings. The Technical Conmmittee neeting of
t he Capital Area Ground Water Conservation Comm ssion
was attended. It was held on Decenber 4th at the U.S.
Geol ogi cal Survey office here in Baton Rouge. The
nmeeting consi sted of reviews of several cooperative
projects with the USGS. Of interest to the Comm ssion
were the 2001 potentionetric maps of the 1,200 and

1, 500" Sands. The 1,200' Sand showed a 20' decline in
t he past 10 years, and the 1,500 Sand showed a 10 to
15" decline over the last ten years. |In addition the
1,500" Sand in the vicinity of Governnment Street
showed a recharge frominflux of water fromthe 800
Sand. The maps for the 400, 600, and 800" Sands wil |
be conpl eted in about six nonths.

Staff menmbers also attended the full Capital Area
Ground Water Conservation Comm ssion meeting on
Decenber 11, 2001, but no itens of specific interest
to the Comm ssion were discussed. The Techni cal
Committee of the Ground Water Managenent Conmi ssion
met on Decenmber 17th at USGS. |[Information and
contacts from various federal and state agencies were
given to the consultant, and Charlie Demas of USGS
will talk about this later during commttee reports.

Al so, the Qutreach Comm ttee had a meeting on January
9th, and the Qutreach Commttee will address that as
wel | .

One final itemon the staff report. We received

a letter fromthe Louisiana Ground Water Associ ation

expressing their concern for having to register
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domestic wells with the Ground Water Management

Comm ssion. The Office of Conservation drafted a
response and replied to M. Larry Dean W Il ianson,
President of LGWA. This norning we had a little bit
further discussion on the matter of domestic wells,

and had some thoughts by Senators Hoyt and

Representative Daniel, both authors of the bill. And
we as the Staff will investigate the need to get the
donestic well information fromthe drillers and/or

owners upon whom the responsibility ultimately falls,
as opposed to just getting the information that is
already filed with DOTD. Any questions?
COVM SSI ONER BOLOURCHI :

Madane Chairperson, | have sonme concerns in
regard to that subject matter. |Is this the right time
to bring this up?

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

| think it's the right time, and just let me tel
you, Bo, that based on the |egislature indications or
clarification of intent, it |ooks as though we wll
probably be | ooking at the DOTD dat abase, getting
t hose for domestic, and | know you have sone ot her
concerns, | don't want to stop you from expressing
t hose, but we are going to be getting together and I
woul d recomrend that you be present when Staff gets
t oget her to discuss these issues and deci de how we're
going to nmove forward.

COVM SSI ONER BOL OURCHI
| ' m concerned, Madane Chairperson, that the

Staff, which is, | presune, is the staff to this
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Comm ssi on, takes action without actually bringing to
the attention of this Comm ssion and getting approval.
Specifically, a letter dated Decenber 13th was
addressed to all the water well drillers and water
wel | owners under the name of Philip Asprodites. The
menor andum i s unsigned. It basically goes on, just
being brief, requiring these people -- they speak on

t he behalf of the Conmm ssion, and | think that's what
my concern is that anything that speaks for this

Conmmi ssion, as a Comm ssioner | feel should be brought
to the Comm ssion so that we all understand what we're
sendi ng out to the general public.

It says all water wells are to be -- that are to
be installed after July 1st, it should be
preregi stered and preapproved by the O fice of
Conservation. | want to bring to attention, and |
want -- and by the way, as a Conmm ssioner | did not
receive a copy of this letter. | don't believe any of
t he Comm ssi oner have received it. The day it hit the
street | had a dozen faxed to ne with a |ot of
compl aint fromowners and water well drillers. Wth
your permssion |'d like to pass a copy of that
letter, and a copy of the legislation that says
specifically what wells -- let me just read it, if |
my.

Section C of Act 446 of 2001, it says, "Beginning
July 1, 2001, for any water well which is drilled for
pur poses ot her than donestic, and which is not a
replacenment well, the owner shall submt to the

Commi ssi oner of Conservation certain informtion."
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| " mnot an attorney, but this is clear cut that the
intent of |egislation was not to get involved in
domestic and replacenment wells. That's number one.

At the |ast Conm ssion neeting the package that

was passed by the staff nmenber, | asked Tony that a
page was m ssing. | asked what is that m ssing page,
and he said, oh, that's -- | got the inpression that's

the same old forns that they've been using. This
letter send a requirenment to the water well owners,
whi ch basically is a duplication of the Water Well
Regi stration Act of 1972, which is being inplenented
by anot her agency. This form also requires
informati on on nonitor wells and recovery wells. They
define a nonitor well and recovery well as, quote, a
wel | enployed to nonitor or remove contam nation from
ground wat er.

| want to rem nd you that the Act 446, the fi nal
act, it defines the well, 38:3099.2(3), "well or water
well shall nmean any well drilled or constructed for
t he principal purpose of producing ground water." |
submt to you that 25" nonitor well that is put around
t he services station to nmonitor possible contam nation
of the water table is not a producing well. That
never was. |'m concerned that this type of
information is put to the general public, and not only
contacting other state agencies but regul atory
authorities in these matters, but also not bringing it
to the attention of this Comm ssion.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Thank you, Bo. First I'd like to say that |
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think all of your concerns will be discussed at the

nmeeting, which | certainly want to nmake sure you're

present at so that we're all clear. |In regards to not
passi ng before the Conmm ssion, what | think has
happened here is that the Conmi ssion -- the

Conservation Staff does have a function as staff, and
| think when they think they have an understandi ng of
the issue and they're carrying out technical details,
that it's probably not something that you would get
Conmmi ssi on approval on. Having said that, however, |
think we're all here because of our relative areas of
interest and expertise, and will probably be hel pful
when we issue guidance to -- before they're issued to
copy the Comm ssioners and ask for a quick review so
that if there is a concern, we can listen to it. So |
think that that was a very honest attenpt to try to
interpret what they had understood fromthe

| egi sl ati on and subsequent conversations, and

someti mes conversations throughout the |egislative
process to try to understand intent. Phil, | don't
know i f you want to add anyt hi ng.

COVM SS| ONER BOUDREAUX:

That kind of sums it up. Bo, originally we had
taken the same interpretation of the |egislation, and
at the time of the orientation earlier in the program
| think the Staff had been led to believe in their
di scussions that the intent of the legislation was to
get information on all wells, and that's why that had
changed. The interpretation, at |least the Staff's

under st andi ng of that interpretation was that all
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wel |'s should be included, and a new memp was drafted
for that purpose. But | think Ms. Gautreaux is
correct, any additional documents that are sent out or
for published dissem nation by the Staff will be
revi ewed before the Conm ssion before they do.
COVM SSI ONER BOL OURCHI

Thank you.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Wth that, unless there are any further comments
on the Ground Water Staff activities, we will nove on
to the next agenda item
COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

| had one question for Bo.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

" msorry. M. Cefalu.
COVM SSI ONER CEFALU

What you were just discussing about the formthat
the drillers are having to fill out in conjunction
with the property owners since it was put that the

domestic wells were not going to have to be reporting,

| have -- | don't think |I have an opinion yet either
way, is there some other legislation, | guess is the
guestion, that requires the drillers to send in a form
for every well they drill no matter whether it's

donmestic or not?
COVM SSI ONER BOL OURCHI

Yes, sir. Since November 1, 1985, every water
well with the exception of oil, gas, and injection
well are required by |aw under the penalty of $1,000 a

day if they do not file.
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COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

So a driller already knows he has to send in a
formfor a well, a domestic well that he is drilling?
COVM SSI ONER BOL OURCHI

That's correct, and that --

COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

So this is a duplication of what he's already
doi ng? Other than the fact that originally it was the
intent that the property owner was going to send in
t he paperwork, but since, like it says, they didn't
want to send one to everybody in the state, they
deci ded to send that request to the drillers to show
t he property owner that they have to do it. | guess
that's basically it.

COVM SSI ONER BOL OURCHI

There are two issues. |ssue number one is
domestic wells, based on what | read in here --
COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

Shoul dn't even have to be registered.
COVM SSI ONER BOL OURCHI

-- shouldn't even have been -- it's not really a
registration. There's no information is required to
be sent to the Office of Conservation. That al so goes
with replacenent wells. If you have a well on your
property and sonmething goes wwong with it and you have
to replace it, based on this new | egislation, you
don't have to send any information. Automatically you
can go to your licensed driller and have himdrill it
and never register with DOTD

COWM SSI ONER CEFALU:
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Right. But that well is already registered,;
ri ght?
COVM SSI ONER BOL OURCHI

In case of domestic | would say a good number of
them but if it's prior to November 1, 1985, there's a
good possibility they are not registered.
COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

But the fact that the driller was registering al
t hose domestic wells anyway since '85, we're getting
-- my concern is that we get all the information we
need to have on what's inmpacting the aquifers, and if

-- of course, maybe we need to duplicate sonme of the

paperwork to make sure we get it, but if the drillers
are required by law to report any and every well, even
domestic when they drill one, then maybe this other

paperwork is unnecessary, other than getting the
property owner's nanme and address.
COVM SSI ONER BOLOURCHI

You' re absolutely right, and just for your
information, our data file is electronically submtted
once a month. In fact, it went between the 10th and
the 15th of the nmonth, it just happened it went this
morning, | checked ny e-mail. W sent the entire copy

to DEQ one to DNR, and one to USGS. So they have

direct access. And I'"'mnot -- | don't want to get
involved into -- between agencies and that type of
t hi ng.

COW SSI ONER CEFALU:
Good. Don't get me involved in it either.

COWM SSI ONER BOL OQURCHI
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Right. W're here to provide any information,
any and all information to any state or even private
industry that are interested in the water well
regi stration data file.

COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

One other thing | want to bring up. You
menti oned the point about the files kept, and unl ess
it's kept on GPS it's hard -- the mapping thing
probably is -- | don't know that we need a GPS as mnuch
as we need to know what aquifer it's tapped into.
think if the aquifer information is there, where that
well is at on the aquifer really doesn't matter in
trying to come up with legislation. Does it matter?
COVM SSI ONER Gl VENS:

Bill, I think that I would have to disagree with
t hat because you could have a concentration of wells
in an aquifer that covers maybe half of the state or a
fourth of the state, and we need to really know where
it is so that you can see what the concentrations are
and what the pressure m ght be.

COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

Ckay, for other purposes. Well, is this some
type of -- | mean, do we have to send some type of
request to the state requesting sone instrunentation
so that the Department can get that information? |
mean, we're putting together a file here that's going
to hopefully be used or be good enough to be used for
t he next 20 or 30 years, and this procedure, |'m one
for let's get it right the first time and let's not

have to go back and try and rebuild another file at a
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| ater date because we don't have the instrunments at

hand.
MR. KI LLEEN

| think the reason that we chose not to do it
now, and | think M. Bolourchi will probably address

this also, is that the fornms that are comng in that
we are seeing physically do not have good quality
| ocational information. As | understand it in M.
Bol ourchi's program they do send field people out to
get a GPS coordinate of wells. For us to generate a
coordinate that nmay be different than the one that's
generated | ater by M. Bol ourchi would add confusion
to the system and | think it's appropriate at this
point, since the owner of the well that's sending in
the information to us is not sending in good quality
| ocational information, to wait and rely on the
information that we get from M. Bol ourchi's database.
It was hoped, | think, by the legislation that we
woul d get good quality information. A review of some
of the forms that have conme in have not given us good
informati on either on precise |ocations or aquifers,
and | think that's something the Conmm ssion may want
to |l ook at down the road as to how to get better
quality information from whatever source. But at this
point in time the information that we're getting is
not of a quality that we'd feel confortable putting it
-- giving it an X, Y coordinate and putting it in the
Gl S system
COW SSI ONER CEFALU:

I f you had a reputable GPS, | nmean, you coul d get
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a good coordi nate.
MR. KI LLEEN

We could, yes, and | think M. Bolourchi's staff

is --
COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

Does that tell you where it's at?
MR. KI LLEEN

Right. M. Bolourchi's staff is collecting data.
COVM SSI ONER BOLOURCHI :

Let me add this. Every water well that is
drilled, our inspector goes to the site, inspects the
well to make sure it's constructed according to the
pronul gat ed standards, establishes |atitude,
| ongi tude, section, township, range, and that
information within 30 days, it goes on Internet. It's
been on Internet since August, 1997. All that
information is avail abl e.

COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

The GPS - -
COVM SSI ONER BOL OURCHI

GPS readi ng, inspection, location, a schematic,
all that is already available. | never thought that
-- obviously none of us want to duplicate the data
that is being collected by other state agencies. |
bel i eve that perhaps some staff menmber may not be as
aware as what's avail abl e.

COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

| think they need to become aware because | don't

want to see duplication nor do | want to see us

m ssing out on necessary information to nake good
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decisions. | mean, | haven't gotten to the point yet,
" mjust learning right now what's going on, but y'al
working in the State Departnent, y'all have been
dealing with this for years, but | have to make
deci sions on this Comm ssion that's going to affect a
| ot of people in the association, and |I'm concerned
about all constituents, being in politics like I am
But we need to nake sure we get good information. The
old saying, junk in and junk out with the computer
i ndustry, | mean, today everything is so high tech, we
want to nmake sure we get good information. And if we
need a GPS readi ng and somebody has that GPS reading,
we shoul d have those put into that file, you know,
instead of com ng back at a |later date and doing it.
| f you've got to share files, |I'msure that's
possi bl e.
MR. KI LLEEN

We are currently sharing files, and | think the

difference in the legislation, the |legislation

requires some information prior to drilling the well,
DOTD col l ects information following the drilling of
the well. It will be up to the pleasure of the

Conmi ssion once these critical ground water areas are
established as to how much detailed information is
coll ected on the front end, and | think that will be
occurring at some point in time.
COVM SSI ONER BOL OURCHI

| agree with that for the critical ground water
areas, but we don't know what those areas are. So in

my opinion we need to go back to the first formthat
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was sent out, which was very sinple and
under st andabl e, rather than the duplication of the
water well registration process.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

As | stated, |I think what we need to do is get
together as a Staff with the interested nenbers of the
Conmmi ssion, review our information needs, identify any
probl em areas we're having so that we're all on the
same sheet of nmusic, and also keep in mnd that we
want to make the period before July of 2003, when this
structure is slated to sunset, we want to make sure
t hat we have something in place that nmakes as nuch
sense as we can to that point, but also to feed in al
t hese issues into the proposed policy that we have to
provide to the Legislature in January. So | | ook
forward to working with the interested nenbers and, of
course, what we'll do is report at our next Comm ssion
neeting the results of that nmeeting, if that's okay
with the Conm ssioners.

COVM SSI ONER BOL OURCHI

One other, with all due respect to Tony, he was
on vacation when some of this took place. | just want
to clear that out.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Thank you. [It's not your fault, Tony, for the
record. And also for the record | would |ike to
mention that Dr. Namwvamba has joi ned us.

Al'l right, Herschel, I think -- we'll let that
menber of the Advisory Task Force speak on this issue

since it is about well drilling. Come to the table,
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Herschel, please, so we can catch you on record. Tel
everybody who m ght not know you who you are.
MR. BOURQUE:

My nane is Herschel Bourque. |'mwith Louisiana
Ground Water Association. And on this lat/long
paperwork, if you want to get it on the Internet, it's
really easy to obtain. All you need to do is get the
| ati tude, |l ongitude, and break it down into a five-
mle radius or a one-mle radius. One particular well
| broke down to a one-mle radius to get the reading
of it and see if it was registered. It showed it had
75 wells within a one-mle radius of this well.
Anyone can get it. All you have to do is get on the
Internet. |It's updated regularly. |It's easy to
obtain. It's nothing out of the ordinary.

Sone of the water well drillers are starting to
use latitude and | ongitude, some of them don't. But
eventually | think they would all use it, and it's
real easy to run it down.

COWM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Thank you, Herschel. And | would just like to
mention for those of you that don't know, Herschel is
a member of the Ground WAater Managenent Advi sory Task
Force. Thank you.

Any questions on the Staff activities? Are we
were ready to nove on?

(No response.)

We will have now the report fromthe Advisory
Task Force commttees. |'mjust going to call out to

t he best of my menory the ones that had reports this




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

W RN NN RN N NN NNNR P RBP B R B B R b
O © ® ~N o O b W N P O © 0 N O U A W N B O

Page 21 of 40

nmorning, so if you're on a commttee that | skip,

pl ease |l et me know. First the Business and | ndustri al
Commi ttee.

MR. GRAHAM

My nane is Henry Graham with the Loui siana
Chem cal Association, and the Industrial Commttee
reported to the Task Force this nmorning that we are in
t he process of gathering information fromthe maj or
i ndustrial users regarding surface water and ground
wat er usage. We've sent a survey out in Decenmber
asking for responses by the end of January, and we
hope to report the summary of the results at the next
Advi sory Task Force nmeeting. This is not intended to
repl ace the nore accurate data that you may have on
annual usages that's already being collected, but it's
to try to give us a better handle internally of what
types of uses our conpani es are making of the ground
wat er and the surface water that they have right now.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Thank you, Henry. As | said this nmorning, it's
going to be very valuable information. The Qutreach
Commi ttee. Linda?

MS. WALKER

Li nda Wal ker with the League of Wonen Voters.

And the Qutreach Committee nmet January 9th. QOur next

nmeeting will be February 6th. W had 21 people attend
the meeting on the 9th, which we nmet here at the Farm
Bureau in Baton Rouge. We got a |ot of work done. We
had a rough draft of a proposal of short-term and

| ong-term plans. We have fine-tuned our proposal, and
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just except for sonme m nor tweaking are probably

t hrough with the short-term proposal. W should work
t hrough the long-term proposal in February, and then
have a conplete plan to present after that.

We were the group that were responsible for
getting the article to which | believe is now in the
Governor's office. W really would like to see the
press rel eases start com ng out because there has been
concern that we've been hearing information from
out siders giving opinions of what they see, but they
haven't been getting the information for the real work
t hat's being done by the Conmi ssion. And that really
needs to start getting out in a systematic manner, and
we | ook forward to seeing sone other articles cone
out .

| do have a request. | asked the Task Force this
nmorning and |1'm going to ask everyone here in the
room any organi zations that you represent that woul d
have a newsletter, would you please get that
informati on on how to get information to the
newsl etter, let's say the newsletter editor, mailing
address, and please give it to Charlotte back here,
the staff person, so it all goes to one place, so that
all information then, we have outlets to the people
t hat would really be concerned. And we also would
like to be sure that we know what all the issues are
so as we develop information we can make sure we get
it out. And you'll be hearing nore from us.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Thank you, Linda. Any questions?
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Thank you. Qur
also I think for
menber shi p of
Subcomm ttee, Charl
report, please.

MR. DEMAS:

Charlie Demas,
Decenmber 17th. All
t hat
i nformation.

addresses of all

with a | arge bibliographic search

ongoi ng, current

uni versities. At

Committee is through with their

t he nmost

are on the Task Force were present or

t he dat abases.

this point |
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Technical Commi ttee, which is

part absorbed npbst of the

the Surface and Ground \Water

e, if you want to give that

U.S. Geol ogical Survey. W met on
t he agencies and the universities

sent

We provided the consultants with the

We al so provided them

and al so any

research that's going on by the

t hi nk the Techni cal

char ge.

COWM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

| have a feeling that's not

sounds |i ke a great

morni ng, | was very

participation by those that

agenci es.

| ot of our business,

cetera, other

whi ch |

So we appreciate all
Am |

nor ni ng?
(No response.)

Thank you.

We had great

partners were there as well,

know travel ed from the Ruston area.

m ssing a subconmmittee that

Thi s

quite so, but it
start. As | also nmentioned this
encouraged to note the
are not nmenbers of
agency participation, but a
conservation, organization, et
some of
Aivia.
t hose that made the distance.

reported this

i's not necessarily a
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subcomm ttee but | guess it's the best spot. | think
we probably for future meetings need to insert a spot
for our consultants, but we'll just make C.H.
Fenst ermaker today a subcommttee. And Bruce Darling,
do you want to give us an update?
MR. DARLI NG

My nane is Bruce Darling. |'mwth LBG Guyton

Associ at es. We're sub-consultants to C. H

Fenst ermaker and Associates on this project. W have
been very busy here since -- well, especially within
the last month. | will give you a rundown of what

we' ve acconplished and where we are. W' ve been
wor ki ng on the design of the web site, and we woul d

li ke to have the web site up and running by the end of
January. This will provide an effective means of
communi cating with the menmbers of the Comm ssion, with
t he menbers of the Task Force, the various

subcomm ttees that both the Conm ssion and the Task

Force have set up, and also with the public. W

rem nd you, however, that anything that will be put
out on the web site nmust first have DNR approval. And
S0 -- because we understand that this will be a very

tightly controlled web site, but we know based on our
experience in Texas and el sewhere with water planning
t hat web sites are a highly effective means of keeping
t he public informed of the technical and econom c and
political issues associated with water planning.

| attended the Sparta Aquifer Comm ssion nmeeting
in Ruston on the 14th, as did a nunber of you. After

the meeting | contacted URS, the consulting firmthat
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devel oped the ground water model for the Conm ssion,
and had a very long talk with the engi neer who
directed the devel opment of the nmodel, and we'll get
together with her in the very near future to discuss
the technical details that | think we need to be aware
of ; when we sit down to nake some determ nation about
critical or potentially critical status that we're al
tal king the same | anguage here.

|"ve also collected informati on on ground water
nodel s devel oped in Acadia Parish and sout hwest
Loui siana. 1've had extensive discussions with Dale
Nei mann and others. Qur objective there is to conpile
as nmuch informati on as we can so that we can make
reasonabl e assessnments of the Chicot Aquifer, and
we're also going to be | ooking closely at the Southern
Hill s Aqui fer and other areas where nodels have been
devel oped.

We are setting up the GIS files for this project.
We're in the early stages of that. And as this
proceeds, especially over the next nmonth, you'll begin
to see a good deal of production in ternms of how we're
going to structure this G S for the project. A matter
t hat has taken a good deal of nmy time is work on
popul ati on and water demand. | have collected all the
publ i shed data fromthe U S. Geol ogi cal Survey back to
1960. We now have 2000 numbers, which are still
prelimnary, and we al so have the popul ati on nunbers
t hrough 1960 as well. W are now working to try to
make projections of popul ation and water demand on a

sector by sector basis over a 20-year period. The
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idea there is to give you sonme idea where water demand
is going in the State of Louisiana and how it m ght
vary from one sector to another, and when | say sector
| mean the nunicipal sector as opposed to the

i ndustrial sector and the agricultural sector, and
how, for exanple, rice irrigation -- demand for water
by rice irrigators would differ from demand for water
by ot her sectors of the agriculture econony. As |
said, this is going to be sonething that we'll try to
project out over a period of 20 years.

We're al so preparing as an educational docunent
for the menmbers of the Comm ssion and for the Task
Force a summary of water planning projects in other
states. The objective there is to give you sone idea
of what are the basic concepts behind water planning
and how different states with their different
approaches to this matter have approached the matter
of water planning so that you can make informed
deci sions here regarding the need to devel op a water
pl an for Loui siana.

So we are -- we are working quickly and furiously
on all of this right now W are conpiling a |ot of
data. We will over the course of the next few weeks
be | ooking very closely at the data to determ ne --
make sonme determ nation regarding the conpl et eness and
the quality of the data and to identify those areas
where we m ght need nore data, where you m ght need
nore data over a period of time, and to nake
recommendati ons regardi ng prograns that m ght help you

collect that data as well. That's where we are. Are
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t here any questions?
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Questions from Comm ssi on nenmbers? M. Cefalu,
t hen Ful bert.

COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

Yes. On the water demand, are you segregating
ground water from surface water?
MR. DARLI NG

Yes, we are. We're breaking it apart, ground
wat er and surface water.
COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

Are you taking the actual water usages from
nmeters read or just doing it by population?
MR. DARLI NG

These are -- no, these are from water punpage
nunbers conpiled by the U S. Geol ogical Survey. The
Survey runs a -- the USGS runs a survey every five
years on water usage, water punpage. That's ground
wat er and surface water in Louisiana. And so we are
using their data because they are the best -- that's
t he best data around.

COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

And that's going to show raw water service or
vintage water service in surface water facilities; do
you know?

MR. DARLI NG

Essentially, the USGS numbers break water punpage
into two categories, ground water and surface water.
Now, what happens beyond that, where the water is

treated or not, is not something that |'m going to
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| ook at. But |I'mlooking at ground water punpage, for
exanpl e, reported for rmunicipal use.
COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

You're just talking about raw water that's taken

in?
MR. DARLI NG

Yes.

COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

Ckay, that's cool.
MR. DARLI NG

Right. And we are | ooking at surface water as
wel | .

COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

Wel |, surface water, you know, there's so nuch --
there's a percentage of that that really goes back to
source, and actually it all does through the sewage
treat ment systens today. But nmy concern was that if
you' re | ooking at consunption, did you | ook at the
actual usage at the home, or you're just |ooking at
the bulk that's comng into the plants?

MR. DARLI NG

"Il have to ask Charlie Demas to address that
i ssue specifically, but the numbers that are reported
to the USGS are the punpage nunmbers, | understand,
that municipalities report to the USGS.

COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

And they report what's raw water source intake?
MR. DARLI NG

Yes.

COWM SSI ONER CEFALU:
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VWhich is good. But the thing is is that once you
process water and once you go through your sewage

treat ment systens and you have a discharge, you

repl eni sh surface waters. | don't know that the same
t hi ng happens with ground waters. | think that's snow
and rain.

MR. DARLI NG

Not as readily.
COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

Not as readily?
MR. DARLI NG

Ri ght .
COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

But anyway. So what ny concerns are is the
i npact on ground water and surface water is going to
be a ot different from what information you bring in.
MR. DARLI NG

Certainly it will, and dependi ng upon the
speci fic aquifer you're |ooking at, for exanple.
COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

But you're not taking into consideration the
di scharges of sewage treatnment facilities?
MR. DARLI NG

| don't think that the USGS takes that into
account. We may ask Charlie for some clarification on
t hat.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Charlie, conme on down, please. See, you're
al ready at work agai n.

MR. DEMAS:
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What we're | ooking at is the raw amount of water
that's used, not what's discharged back into the
stream And just because it's discharged back into
t he stream doesn't nmean it's the same anount that goes
back in. | mean, you' ve got evaporation. Sone of it
has got to be cleaned up. What tenperature it goes
back in affects its usefulness. So there's a |lot nore
to the back end of that stuff. What we're trying to
accomplish is to find out how nuch of the resource is
being utilized, both froma ground water standpoint
and a surface water standpoint.

COW SSI ONER CEFALU:

And | understand what you're saying, it's just
that if we're going to get good information on really
i npacts, and |I'm not saying the surface water is
i npacted at all, it's just that there is water being
di scharged back into the surface planes. Of course,
your tidal flows, and we haven't -- where we're at
really don't matter. Most of that water is going
downst ream anyway, probably won't be used. But
t here's places above us using surface water that's
di scharging back into the system and |I'm sure sonme
industrials that are using it for cooling and heating
and it's discharging back into the system So it's
depletion -- you're going to show a depletion if you

don't show the water being discharged back into the

system | want to get good information to nmake good
deci si ons, because you can't treat surface water |ike
ground water -- and depletion.

MR. DEMAS:
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OCkay. All we're tal king about is use, not
depl etion. Okay. Ground water that's used, if we
take the tact that you're tal king about, is actually
bei ng di scharged somewhere, probably into a surface
wat er source. What we're tal king about is how much of
t hat ground water that we have out there is being
used. From a surface water standpoint, we're saying,
okay, we're withdrawing so nuch water. We're not
saying it's not going back in. That information is
avai l able fromthe discharge stations that are
operated on these streans.

COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

| probably don't have a problemw th surface
wat ers anyway.
MR. DEMAS:

Well, it depends on the size of the stream
obvi ously.
COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

So you're still not taking into consideration all
t he groundwater that's being discharged surfacely.

MR. DEMAS:

It shows up in the discharge measurenments that we
make on streans. For instance, probably --
COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

Al'l your discharge permts should handle all of
t hat .

MR. DEMAS:

They shoul d have that.

COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

Ckay. Thank you.
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COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Dr. Namwmvamba, you were next.
COVM SSI ONER NAMMNAMBA:

Dr. Ful bert Namwanmba. You tal ked about the
devel opment of a GIS. | wanted to know a little bit
nore detail, what G S's you're opting for, how
accessible the data is, how exportable the data is,
and how fl exi ble the data is.
MR. DARLI NG

Well, we commtted to develop a GIS in any format
t hat was acceptable to the Commttee. The | atest
version of ArcView is the version of G S that we
settled on, and currently not all of it is readily
accessi ble. W haven't put the coverages together
yet. But the objective is to have a final product
that is a user-friendly product; that is, one that can
be accessed with a m nimal amount of pain and effort
on the part of those who are seeking access to the
data. | can't give you specific details about that
right now, and I would really refer you to Brad
Ham | ton with C.H Fenstermaker who can di scuss that
in greater detail since he is overseeing the
devel opnment of this G S.
COVM SSI ONER NAMMNAMBA:

| woul d appreciate if | can get in touch with
him because with ArcView, there is an ArcView 3. 2A
and there is an ArcView 8.1, but it's relating to
Arclnfo. So what I'mtrying to say is, the |atest may
not necessarily be the nost flexible or the npst

accessible, but I will get in touch with him
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MR. DARLI NG

We are certainly -- we're certainly willing to
experiment with either one, with both, and if you have
recomrendati ons regardi ng which one you think would be
t he better version to use, we would certainly
appreciate any input that you m ght have there.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Bruce, if you can. | know, Dr. Namwanmba, we have
t he numbers at the Office of Conservation, the Staff
has t he numbers for Brad and Bruce, but also if we can
make sure that those nunbers are exchanged before we
go away today so you'll be able to touch base.

Bo, you had a comment on the previous topic?
COVM SSI ONER BOL OURCHI

| was just going to try to -- you had some
concern as to water use versus water consuned,
consunption versus use. The water use refer to
punpage. For your case you can just asterisk it and
say so many percent of it is being returned to the
river. Some of the industrial plants and power
generating plants that use surface water, they do
that. For instance, there's a power plant on Caddo
Lake; 97 percent of that water is returned back into
the lake. So you can asterisk it and just bring it to
their attention. Thank you.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Under new business, the commttee -- the
Conmi ssion rather, excuse nme, had requested that we
get some clarification on the Hone Rule Charter issue

versus the state's authority, and Ji m Marchand has
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prepared a little discussion for you, or presentation.
MR. MARCHAND:

Thank you. [|I'mJim Marchand with the Governor's
office, and |I've been asked to | ook into just sonme of
t he questions regarding where the state and | ocal
governnents neet on this issue of managenment of water,
ground wat er.

Basically there are three forns of | ocal
governnment. There's a pre-'74 Constitution Hone Rule
Charter, a post-'74 Constitution Home Rule Charter,
and a non-Home Rule Charter |ocal governnent. All of
them have a little different power basis. Pre-'74
Constitution, its laws in relation to state |laws have
to be consistent with the Constitution. Their charter
-- and there's also some | anguage in some of the cases
that say that it can only be as far as what they're
doing in 1974. However, there's no cases that are
deci ded on the activities under Home Rule Charters in
"74, or on the activities that they are undertaking in
74 at the time of the new Constitution, so there's
really no guidance as to what that means exactly.

Under the Hone Rul e Charter provisions, which is
Article VI of the '74 Constitution, there are a couple
of things that are reserved to the |ocal governnents.
One of themis zoning, and the other is that the state
| aws cannot affect the distribution and structure of
| ocal governments. There's also a couple of things
denied to | ocal Honme Rule Charters. One of themis
defining felonies, the |local governnents can't define

and enforce penalties on felonies, and the other is
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t hat they cannot deal with civil or private
rel ati onshi ps.

The ot her couple of inportant articles dealing
with Home Rule Charters for this purpose is that
Article VI, Section 9, which is a very general
provi sion that says notw thstandi ng any ot her
provisions in this article, meaning Article VI, the
police power of the State shall never be abridged.
Now, there are other places in the Constitution that
basically reserve powers to the Legislature or the
State, and a couple of those involve ganbling, the
structure or nmakeup of the courts, natural resources,
wildlife and fisheries included in natural gas, and
t hen successions, and then taxes, which they also have
some | ocal provisions to authorize |ocal governnments
under some taxing issues.

What occurs is that all of these get mxed up in
the jurisprudence. Some of these powers that are
reserved to the | ocal governments often cone into
conflict with some of the powers that are del egated or
reserved to the State. In those situations the
jurisprudence generally has said that there has to be
some harnony and some bal anci ng between the | ocal
power reserved to the State and the | ocal power
del egated to the Home Rule Charter. However, in this
situation, and I'mgoing to talk specifically --
because we only have one | ocal pre-'74 Home Rule
Charter that has enacted an ordi nance dealing with
ground water, so we'll kind of |ook at that

specifically, and yet talk generally on Home Rul e
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Charter powers.

In the situation in Tangi pahoa, because it deals
with one of the things reserved to the state, natura
resources where the state -- the | aw says basically
that the State shall protect the natural resources, or
t he Constitution article says the State shall protect
t he natural resources and the Legislature shal
i npl ement laws to do so. I n the situations where the
courts have come up against a -- with a reserved right
to the State and, no, that does not go against either
t he zoning or the distribution of power to the | ocal
government, they found in a few cases, and there
aren't that many, on behalf of the right of the State
to exercise their police powers and enforce the | aw
and have the |last say on that. Then you have -- so
there are only actually two or three cases on that.

Then you have the situation where you have the
pol i ce power provision that | just tal ked about. And

there's a |late case, Morial versus Smth & Wesson,

whi ch basically said that in those cases where the
State is exercising the police power that for the

wel fare of all citizens dealing with gun regul ation of
gun manufacturers that they have that power regardless
of whether it's a pre-'74 Constitution Home Rul e
Charter or a post-'74, so that the State would be able
to -- if we want to anal ogi ze ground water or the

i nportance of ground water and the inportance of
firearm regul ation, then you would possibly come to

t he conclusion that the State would be able to

regul ate ground water.
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There's a little caveat in that Act 446 provides

t hat | ocal governments will

deci sions of the Ground Water Comm ssion. That may

give a local government

have sone input into the

to have some type of regulation that is not in

conflict with general

state

| aw to have input into

t hat deci si on-maki ng process.

COWM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Thank you, Jim
Comm ssi on member s?

(No response.)

No? Thank you, Jim

COWMM SSI ONER NAMAANMBA:

Coul d you put that

MR. MARCHAND:

"1l try and get

Any questions from our

Dr. Namwanba?

on paper and --

you somet hing on paper.

COWM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Thanks. So Jimw ||

get

Are there any other new business itens or itens of

di scussion that the Conm ssion nmenbers would |ike to

bring up?

(No response.)

No? Okay. Then it's time for -- well, we

usual Iy have an opportunity for

comments, and we do.

out of order. Excuse

l"msorry, | took new business

me.

coments or questions?

(No response.)
Good. Any ot her

Comm ssi oners?

items,

Any Advi sory Task Force

new itemto be brought

us sonet hing on paper.

Advi sory Task Force

an opportunity to say we want

by
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(No response.)

Ckay, public comments?

(No response.)

Well, we had a good meeting today, | guess. The
one thing that we need to do then, this morning we had
a request for a date and, Dr. Namwmvanba, Wednesday is
your better day; right? Not that we don't want to
consi der the other Comm ssioners, but you have a
regul ar teaching responsibility, a real job. So we
wer e thinking about, given our short ampunt of tinme to
move forward, January is our deadline for nmaking
recomnmendati ons for the conprehensive policy, it
probably would be a good idea to establish a nonthly

neeting. And a nonth from today would be Ash

Wednesday, so we were thinking about -- or post Mardi
Gras, nmore significantly perhaps -- making it on the
20th that m ght have other commtments. |s the 20th a

good day for our Comm ssioners? Then after that --
MR. BAHR

| have a conflict with that day.
COMM SSI ONER CEFALU:

February 20'?
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

February 20'". Let's make it 1:30. And then
per haps after that we can make it the third Wednesday
of the nmonth so we can have a regul ar date to shoot
for. Then we'll get back with you on | ocation.
COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

s this building still going to be here?

COWM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:
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| think the building will be, the people in it
may change. But | believe there's a neeting roomin
t he new buil ding, but we'll work on that and get back
with you as quickly as possible. Do I have a notion
to adjourn?
COVM SSI ONER SPI CER

So noved.
COVM SSI ONER ZAUNBRECHER

Second.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Motion by M. Spicer, second by M. Zaunbrecher.
No obj ection?

(No response.)
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CERTI FI CATE

|, SUZETTE M MAGEE, Certified Court Reporter, do
hereby certify that the foregoing neeting was held on
January 14, 2002, in the Mneral Board Hearing Room
State Land and Natural Resources Buil ding, Baton
Rouge, Louisiana; that | did report the proceedi ngs
t hereof; that the foregoing pages, nunbered 1 through
40, inclusive, constitute a true and correct

transcri pt of the proceedi ngs thereof.

SUZETTE M MAGEE, CCR #93079
CERTI FI ED COURT REPORTER




